" In the universal 'orld, or in France, or in England!"
iv. viii. 8-9.
"If he be not fellow with the best king, thou shalt find the
best king of good fellows."                                v. ii. 229-30.
VII. Metre.
The blank verse in which Shakespeare wrote his plays consists
of lines or verses containing ten syllables, the second, fourth,
sixth, eighth, and tenth of which are accented, the odd syllables
being unaccented. Such a line or verse is called an iambic
pentameter, an iambus being a combination or foot of two
syllables, the second of which is stressed or accented, the first
having no accent, and a pentameter (Greek pente, five, metron,
measure) is a combination of five such feet. The chief charm of
this metre is its extreme simplicity. Provided proper care be
taken to avoid monotony, blank verse is capable of very
great literary beauty. It is the great merit of Shakespeare that
he rang the changes of infinite variety on this simple metrical
combination as no writer before or after him has been able to do.
Some of the licenses permissible to the writer of blank verse, to
relieve the monotony thereof, will be given below; meanwhile
we proceed to furnish one or two examples of orthodox iambic
pentameters from Henry V.
" 0 for' | a Muse | of fir'e ) that w6uld \ ascend." | I. Pro. 1.
" The Eon'g | is full | of gr&ce 1 and fair | regard." | i. i. 22.
" Consid | erd | tion lik'e 1 an ang | el came." |            i. i. 28.
" The air' 1 a char' | ter'd Kb | ertin'e 1 is still." |        I. i. 48.
" They seH | the pas | ture n6w | to buy | the hor'se." |
n. Pro. 5.
"The man | that on'ce | did sell | the lion's skin." |
iv. iiL 93.
The two chief devices for relieving the monotony of ordinary
blank verse iambic pentameters are:
(1)  Placing the accent on the first instead of on the second
syllable of a dissyllabic foot.   'This gives us the trochee, which is
the appropriate name for a foot of two syllables, the first of
which carries the accent as in the word happy.
(2)  The introduction of trisyllabic or monosyllabic feet.
1. The accent tkroion lack on the first syllable. This occurs
most commonly after a pause, wherefore, since the pause occurs
most frequently at the end of a line, the trochee is most often